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                What is an IEP?

•Once a child has been determined to be eligible for 
special education and related services a plan will be 
written to meet their specialized needs.
•The IEP should describe how the child currently 
performs and any specific instructional needs that 
should be implemented.
•The IEP must include details and measurable annual 
goals and short-term objectives or benchmarks. 



                          What is an IEP?

● The IEP must include all the programs and 
services necessary to meet the child’s individual 
needs as identified during the evaluation and 
reevaluation process. 



                            Annual Review

● Once a year review of child’s IEP
● Start with signing of several documents such as “Continuum 

of Services”
● Review child’s progress towards annual goals
● Student’s anticipated needs for the next school year
● Within 15 calendar days prior to the meeting, parents are 

provided with a written notice of proposed actions



Reevaluations

● Within three years of previous classification, a 
multi-disciplinary reevaluation shall be completed to 
determine whether the student continues to be a student 
with a disability. 

● If a parent provides written consent and the district board of 
education agrees that a reevaluation is unnecessary, the 
re-evaluation may be waived.



                     IEP Team Members

● IEP team is a group of individuals who are responsible for the 
development, review and revision of the student’s IEP.

● Team members include: 
1) Parent(s)
2) At least one general education teacher
3) At least one Special Education Teacher
4) At least one Child Study Team member who can interpret the 

instructional implication of evaluation results
5) The Case Manager
6) Other individuals who have knowledge or special expertise regarding 

the student, including related service personnel
  



 Keansburg Case Managers

Preschool-Leanne Wombough (lwombough@keansburg.k12.nj.us)

Caruso-Noreen Higgins (nhiggins@keansburg.k12.nj.us)  

              Laurie Noch (lnoch@keansburg.k12.nj.us)

Bolger-Alyssa Lyons (alyons@keansburg.k12.nj.us)

KHS-Margaret Daniel (mdaniel@keansburg.k12.nj.us)

         Jeff Johnson (jjohnson@keansburg.k12.nj.us)

Out of District-Lauren Feinstein (lfeinstein@keansburg.k12.nj.us)
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 Keansburg Therapists

Physical Therapy (All Schools)
Roni Pluskalowski rpluskalowski@keansburg.k12.nj.us

Occupational Therapy

Pre-K-John Panassidi jpanassidi@keansburg.k12.nj.us

Caruso, Bolger, KHS-Felicia Higgins fhiggins@keansburg.k12.nj.us

mailto:rpluskalowski@keansburg.k12.nj.us
mailto:jpanassidi@keansburg.k12.nj.us
mailto:fhiggins@keansburg.k12.nj.us


Keansburg Therapists
Speech Therapy
PMRS Pre-K-Jess Hansel jhansel@keansburg.k12.nj.us

Caruso Pre-K-Janice Carfi jcarfi@keansburg.k12.nj.us

Caruso-Sharon Moschetta smoschetta@keansburg.k12.nj.us

               Michelle Natalino mnatalino@keansburg.k12.nj.us

Bolger-Jess Hansel jhansel@keansburg.k12.nj.us

KHS-Janice Carfi jcarfi@keansburg.k12.nj.us
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                What will the IEP include?

● The IEP must include a statement of your child’s current levels of 
academic achievement and functional performance.

● Must contain measurable annual goals, benchmarks and short-term 
objectives that address your child’s individualized needs.

● The IEP must state where special education services will be provided (type 
of classroom setting)

● What related services your child will receive, when, how long and where 
they are to be provided.

● List any assistive technology such as eyeglasses, computer program etc.
● Extended School Year services



Present Level of Academic Achievement & 
Functional Performance

● Often referred to as the PLAAFP (Present Level of Academic Achievement 
and Functional Performance) or PLEP (Present Level of Educational 
Performance)

● This section of the IEP describes the students current abilities, skills, 
challenges and strengths. 

● This covers both academic performances and everyday functional skills.
● Academic refers to grade-level standards
● Functional performance refers more to daily living skills, including 

behavior, communication, social skills, eating, dressing, and self-help skills.
● If there are challenges listed in the PLAAFP, it should be also noted in the 

“Needs” section.



  Present Level of Academic Achievement

● Where do the student’s skills and knowledge currently 
stand?  

● How does the student’s disability impact involvement and 
progress in the general education curriculum?  



   Needs Section

● This section specifies areas that are a challenge 
for the child.

● Annual goals should derive from the “Needs” 
section.



                            Annual Goals

● All IEPs have annual goals.
● These goals build on the student’s present level of 

academic achievement and functional performance.
● The goals should be able to be achieved within a school 

year.
● Each goal describes the skill or subject area that the 

student is focusing on and the targeted result.



                            Annual Goals

● SMART goals (Specific, Measurable, Attainable, 
Result-oriented and Time-Bound)

● The goals map out how the process should be 
measured.

● These goals are reported on each trimester or 
quarter for the student’s Progress Report.



         Special Education and Related Services

● This section describes the services the student receives 
(services are individually based).

● This section includes special education services such as  
Speech therapy, O.T., P.T. and Counseling.

● The IEP will state how often and where these services 
will take place.

● This section will also include transportation.



Modifications, Supplementary Aids, Services, 
Assistive Technology Devices

● This section will list accommodations, modifications 
and assistive technology along with when and where 
they will be used.

● Modifications-changes to the curriculum students are 
learning. 

● Accommodations-help children learn same material as 
peers.



Example of Modifications

● Completes different homework problems than peers
● Answers different test questions
● Alternate projects or assignments
● Learn different material (such as class is learning 

fractions but child is working on multiplication) 
● Gets graded or assessed using a different standard than 

other students in class.



              Examples of Accommodations
● Listen to audio recording instead of reading text
● Work on fewer problems 
● Work with text in larger print
● Hear instructions spoken aloud
● Dictate answers to a scribe
● Sit where learning is best
● Small group testing
● Extra time to complete assignments
● Frequent breaks



 Testing Accommodations 

● Students in 4th Grade through High School will take the Start 
Strong Assessment in the Fall of 2021

● Students in 3rd Grade through High School will take the NJSLA in 
the Spring of 2022

● Students will have specific testing accommodations such as:
○ Extra Time
○ Small Group Testing
○ Frequent Breaks
○ Text to Speech



       How to Read an IEP

























                          Your Rights

● You can bring an advocate to the IEP meeting
● Statewide Parent Advocacy Network (SPAN) https://spanadvocacy.org 
● It is best practice to provide copies of an IEP for parents prior to the 

meeting but it is not required. 
● If the IEP meeting date does not work for you, you can ask for a new 

date.
● You should know which members of the team will be or will not be 

attending the meeting.
● An interpreter can be provided if needed and the meeting will take place 

in the family’s native language.

https://spanadvocacy.org


              Do you have to agree with the IEP?

● After the IEP meeting your will be given a copy  of the IEP, you 
have 15 schools days to review the IEP before it is put in place. 

● If it is your child’s first IEP, the school district cannot implement 
without your approval.

● If it is not your child’s first IEP, your child will stay in his or her 
current placement until the matter is resolved. This is called 
“stay put”.



Comments/Questions



Titan Friends of Diverse Learners (KSEPAG)

Connect with us:

Email address: 

keansburgsepag@gmail.com

       Facebook Page: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2849601131978801/?ref=share
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Next Meeting

October 20, 2021 @ 6:00 p.m.

Caruso Elementary School Media Center

Topic: Speech & Language Tips/Communication Devices


